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Bah Humbug...

The perfect sunny vs. grouchy holiday romance!
‘tis the season to be grouchy.

of year without thinking about you-knowwho. So, when her neighbor asks for some
holiday help, Fallon is more than glad to
lend a hand. She wasn’t, however,
expecting to work with Patton High’s bad
boy: Marco Amorelli. The guy is a total
grinch! But helping him find some serious
holiday cheer could be a sure way to keep
herself
distracted
from
feeling
heartbroken…right?

Marco Amorelli doesn’t hate Christmas,
he just really doesn’t want to spend his
free time helping his grandma with her
Christmas
decorations
and
lame
Christmas party. Too bad his mom thinks
it’ll “be good” for him. And if that wasn’t
frustrating enough, now he has to deal
with a certain attractive—loves to wear
tacky Christmas clothes—overbearing girl
who’s determined to show him the ins What happens, though, when sparks fly
and outs of being holly and jolly. Is she between them and more than snow starts
for real?
falling?
Last Christmas, Fallon Bauer was
dumped by her now-ex. This Christmas?
She just wants to enjoy her favorite time

I’ve been scouring the shelves for holiday-themed books and settled on this little
gem. I devoured it in two days, and it was worth every second of sleep loss both
nights. The Bah Humbug Bad Boy by Pixie Perkins is as cute as the author’s name.
Where do I begin? With Marco’s not-so-bad-boy anti-Christmas grouchiness that is
so oddly endearing, I couldn’t help but smile when I swiped the screen, and his
POV began? Or the adorably cringy Fallon whose intense love for all things
Christmas made this book the perfect grouchy/sunny trope plot ever?
Usually, I’m hesitant with YA Romcoms with alternate POVs because the author
tends to mistrust the reader. What do I mean by that? Just that dual POVs don’t
leave much to the imagination, almost as if the reader doesn’t think we can figure
things out as we go without the other POV. I usually find myself dragging through
the less exciting character’s chapters just to get back to the fun ones… but not
here. Marco and Fallon were both interesting views, and their misunderstandings
were so genuine and honest.
I don’t want to spoil the book with too much detail, but I love when a simple
misunderstanding can be the crisis point in a book—not too much drama, no long
and drawn-out forgiveness scenes—just really wholesome look I know I screwed
up, but I didn’t mean to, please forgive me situation. And they were (despite
Fallon’s obsession with festive footwear) mature and realistic.
I highly recommend this sweet, quick holiday read! Oh, and watch out for that
baking scene… and the candle shop scene… and the bonfire scene… really any time
these two find themselves within five feet of each other.
You can find the book here.
Happy reading!

Suspense and
Mystery
During the holiday season, the first thing most people grab
are Christmas romcoms, Victorian-era ghost stories, and
loads of cheerful winter fantasy. But what about those who
prefer their reads a little on the mysterious side? While it isn't
written for the holiday season, this quarter's suspense and
mystery choice will still give you chills... and some swoons.
You can find this quarter's pick here.

This quarter's
pick...
Mattie Bender is a Cereal Killer
By M. J. Padgett
Ben’s new neighbor is a killer… of his cereal.
Ben Parks is a lover of things, specifically collectibles which
cover his bedroom from floor to ceiling, wall to wall.
Mattie Bender is the new girl in town, and she happens to be
Ben’s next-door neighbor.
Ben is none too happy when he first meets Mattie, but he
soon learns she’s not so bad, especially when she’s teaching
him all the things he never thought he’d learn. Just when Ben
decides Mattie could be the girl of his dreams, things start to
go sideways.
Before he knows it, Ben is thrust headlong into the shadowy
past of Mattie Bender, revealing secrets and horrors he
thought only existed in movies. She sucks him into her world,
only to leave him floundering in misery when she disappears,
leaving a mysterious letter behind.
It’s a race against the clock to find her before she does
something stupid in the name of justice. Can Ben save the
woman he loves, or will she make a fatal mistake?

READ, REVIEWED,
AND JUDGED FOR
CONTENT BY
AUTHOR CRYSTAL
CRAWFORD.
WITH BOOK
DRAGONS AND
HAPPY PENGUINS,
YOU CAN'T GO
WRONG!

Crystal Crawford's Book
Recommendations

Author Crystal Crawford has, like me, noticed how mainstream
books have grown a bit too "advanced' for young readers. We
wanted preteens, teens, and parents to feel comfortable with
reading material geared toward the 12-18 age group. While I
developed Laundry List, Crystal started a Facebook group and
a YouTube channel. You can find the Facebook group here and
the YouTube channel here.
Right now, there are only two reviews but there will be plenty
more to come, so be sure to subscribe!

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT

SUZANNE
AUGUST

CROSS
COUNTRY
HEARTS
Her sister is the bride. His cousin is the groom. This love story involves
two enemies, one car, and an epic road trip.
June's sister, April, is getting married. The lucky guy? A businessman
whose cousin is Jasper King, the art maniac loner of her high school.
The hate between them is mutual, but they can't avoid one another
before the wedding. That becomes impossible when the two are thrown
together into a car and forced to drive down the East Coast from Boston
to Jacksonville for the wedding.
The two embark on an unlikely truce and road trip, which brings them
from art museums in New York to Hersheypark in Pennsylvania, and
down to the Coca-Cola Museum in Atlanta. Along the way June must
reevaluate her relationship to Jasper, which is that of bully and victim, and
she must contend with her past actions. Sparks fly and ignite, and what
happens next will go down in road trip history.
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WHO OR WHAT ENCOURAGED YOU TO
TAKE UP WRITING AS A CAREER?
My friend in elementary school started writing when we were ten years old and I
thought it seemed like so much fun that I wanted to do it too. I've been writing
ever since then. I finished my first novella when I was 14 and my first full-length
book when I was 15. What made me decide that I want to try and take up writing
as a career was when I was pursuing my undergraduate degree full-time and
working full-time. I hardly had any moment to write for over three years, and I
missed it so much. Since I finished my degree I've started pursuing it again, with
the aim to earn so that I can eventually write full-time.

02

CROSS COUNTRY HEARTS IS YOUR DEBUT
NOVEL. HOW DOES IT FEEL TO PUBLISH
YOUR BOOK BABY?
It feels incredible! I actually began writing Cross Country Hearts when I was
seventeen and still in high school. I wrote two thirds of the first draft before I
stopped, and then the four year period where I wrote nothing during college
began. Cross Country Hearts was the first unfinished story I came back to when I
started writing again a few years ago, and it felt so amazing to finally finish another
book that I didn't want to leave it to side like I had with all the others. Every step of
the way to get this book published has felt like a major achievement. I've learned
so much with this book, and these lessons and achievements will stay with me for
the rest of my life.
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CROSS COUNTRY HEARTS IS AN ENEMIES
TO MORE ROMANCE. WHAT MADE YOU
DECIDE TO TACKLE IT FROM THE POINTOF-VIEW OF THE BULLY?
When I was seventeen I decided that I wanted a challenge, and that challenge was
to write an unlikeable main character. And of course, bullies are unlikeable, so I
decided that June would be a bully who had to confront what she had done. I
loved tackling the challenge of how you get a reader to stick with your story long
enough to finish the whole book, when that main character is so unlikable in the
beginning. I didn't write Cross Country Hearts with the intention of there being the
message that bullying is wrong, and that there can be so many ways to view a
situation. Not to mention the back story to answering why June did what she did,
or even why Jasper did what he did. But as I wrote the story more, these messages
kept appearing, and it made the revelations and changes June has within herself
so much more richer to write.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOU TO WRITE
CLEAN, AGE-APPROPRIATE FICTION FOR
YOUNG ADULTS?
Another reason it was important for me to write a story that portrays the
relationship between the bully and the victim was actually because, at the time, I
kept seeing books written where what the bullying was doing was seen as "okay".
So often, the romance was between the victim (who was the main character) and
the bully. It annoyed me so much, and I wanted to write a story that showed the
bully actually having to change. It's not okay to shove or hit, or to taunt or yell at
someone. So many times in the stories I was reading, the bully was never forced to
change their behavior. It seemed like the main character just learned to deal with
it. I hated that. I felt it was important for me to write that June realizes that what she
did was wrong. That she then apologizes to Jasper felt even greater, and most
important of all, it was important for me to write how June had decided to change,
for the better. If a young adult does read this book, I want it to be an enjoyable and
fun contemporary romance to read, but I hope that that young adult also sees how
there's always different sides to every story. Most importantly, it's okay to realize
you've done something wrong, and it's important to try to change for the better.
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WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM YOU IN THE
FUTURE?
Right now I'm finishing up a novella titled "Defining Life". I hope to have it
published in the Spring. After that, there will be two more novellas next year set in
the same world as "Defining Life" but focusing on different side characters. I
definitely plan on writing a book centering on one of the side characters from
Cross Country Hearts, too!

TO FIND SUZANNE AUGUST AND CROSS
COUNTRY HEARTS...

INSTAGRAM

AMAZON

Cross Country Hearts Rated PG due to mild cussing. Nothing vulgar.

RISING YA AUTHOR
LU C...
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WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT
WORK-IN-PROGRESS?

It is a YA sci-fi about superheroes called The Wrath of
Chaos. It follows 17 year old Marty Rivera as she navigates
through the struggles of growing up while joining a group
of superheroes determined to stop villains from bringing
about the end of the world. It is Marissa Meyer's
Renegades meets Netflix's Alexa & Katie (season 4).
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WHEN DID YOU START
WRITING? WHAT
INSPIRED YOU TO WRITE?

I began writing 10 years ago when I was in second grade.
My inspiration came from Scholastic's Rainbow Magic
books. At the time, I had a lot of trouble sleeping and those
books were the only thing that allowed me to sleep
without nightmares. After a while I started developing
stories in my head about fairies and I wrote my first short
story about two fairies, a dragon and the power of
friendship. However, I started taking writing more seriously
in sixth grade after I read Rick Riordan's "The Lightning
Thief". That was the book that made me feel like I was
meant for writing stories, even if I didn't know it yet.
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WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE
CLEAN AUTHORS AND/OR
BOOKS?

Right now, it's MJ Padgett and Marissa Meyer. Of theirs, my
favorite books are "The Yellow Note" and "I'm Pretty Sure
You're Gonna Miss Me, Ronin McKinsey" (MJ) and the
"Renegades" trilogy (MM).
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOU TO FIND AGEAPPROPRIATE READING MATERIAL? WHAT
ARE SOME PROBLEMS YOU SEE IN
PUBLISHING FOR YOUNG ADULTS? WHAT ARE
SOME POSITIVES?
When I was younger, I stumbled into many books I loved but wasn't ready to read
yet. Now that I'm 18 and have re-read a lot of my favorite books from when I was
younger, I realize that wasn't the content I should've been consuming. At least, in
terms of certain things like graphic sex scenes. I think the YA market has been
"commandered" by an older audience that wishes to remember those feelings of
being a teenager, but expect those books to have the content adult fiction usually
has.(Although that also happens because of a lack of genre fiction in adult books.)
But because adults are the ones with the money and the ones who can afford to
voice their opinions without being called immature or "trying too hard to be
important", teenagers' opinions on the matter are often ignored. Another common
problem in the YA market, especially in fantasy, is the way an immortal man is seen
as attractive and amazing for basically grooming a teenage girl. It has been
romanticized to a point where even when authors try to tear down this image,
many readers still find themselves rooting for the hot pedophile only for the sake of
his physical appearance. However, the YA side of publishing and books is not all
bad. As a Latin American teenager who grew up almost never having characters on
TV or movies or books that I could relate to in terms of experiences and culture, I
love the way new books are opening the path to people from very different cultural
or religious backgrounds (and even for people with disabilities). While it's still a
long way to go to really destroy the harmful stereotypes that have plagued our
modern media, I think the book industry is definitely going in the right direction so
that every kid or teenager won't grow up feeling alone.
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WHAT IS YOUR BEST ADVICE FOR YOUNG
WRITERS?
My best advice for young writers would be to not be afraid to write what you love. A
lot of us get caught up in wanting to write a best-selling book and forget the stories
we really want to write. A lot of people will not like the stories you write, but a lot of
other people will also love them! Taste is subjective, but as long as you're
passionate about the stories you're creating, someone else will too. Also, to not
forget to live the teenage experience. Writing is fun, but it will always be there. You
will only be 16 once, but you have an entire life ahead of you to write. I know that's
two pieces of advice, but it's definitely something I wish I'd known earlier.

HISTORICAL
FANTASY...

EXPLORE NADINE BRANDES MAGICAL HISTORICAL
FANTASY WORLDS...

ROMANOV

My name is Anastasia. The
history books say I died. They
don’t know the half of it.
Anastasia “Nastya” Romanov was
given a single mission: to
smuggle an ancient spell into
her suitcase on her way to exile
in Siberia. It might be her family’s
only salvation. But the leader of
the Bolshevik army is after them,
and he’s hunted Romanov
before.

Nastya’s only chances of saving
herself and her family are either
to release the spell and deal with
the consequences, or to enlist
help from Zash, the handsome
soldier who doesn’t act like the
average Bolshevik. Nastya has
only dabbled in magic, but it
doesn’t frighten her half as much
as her growing attraction to Zash.
She likes him. She thinks he might
even like her.
That is, until she’s on one side of
a firing squad . . . and he’s on the
other.
Find Romanov here.

FAWKES
Thomas Fawkes is turning to stone,
and the only cure to the Stone
Plague is to join his father's plot to
assassinate the king of England.
Silent wars leave the most
carnage.The wars that are never
declared but are carried out in dark
alleys with masks and hidden knives.
Wars where color power alters the
natural rhythm of 17th-century
London. And when the king calls for
peace, no one listens until he finally
calls for death.
But what if death finds him first?
Keepers think the Igniters caused
the plague. Igniters think the
Keepers did it. But all Thomas knows
is that the Stone Plague infecting his
eye is spreading. And if he doesn't
do something soon, he'll be a lifeless
statue. So when his Keeper father,
Guy Fawkes, invites him to join the
Gunpowder Plot--claiming it will put
an end to the plague--Thomas is in.

The plan: use 36 barrels of
gunpowder to blow up the Igniter
King.
The problem: Doing so will
destroy the family of the girl
Thomas loves. But backing out of
the plot will send his father and
the other plotters to the gallows.
To save one, Thomas will lose the
other.
No matter Thomas's choice, one
thing is clear: once the decision is
made and the color masks have
been put on, there's no turning
back.
Find Fawkes here.

