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Why
Laundry
List?

Why Laundry List magazine? The answer
is really simpler than it seems. Over time,
the young adult genre has morphed into
an adult's playground where anything
goes. Once upon a time, the genre was a
place where teens could go to escape, to
live vicariously through characters. They
had adventure, sweet romance, drama,
and much more. And it was safe, as
expected for those who aren't quite
adults but not quite children either.
Then something happened. You can
blame it on social influence, media, or any
number of things really--maybe even that
the original YA audience has reached
adulthood...

"THERE ARE WAY TOO MANY TEENAGERS
AFRAID AND DISGUSTED OF READING YA
NOW..."

Whatever the reason YA changed. It's no longer
safe for more sensitive readers--and let's be frank,
that's most of the 12-18 age range. With graphic
violence, explicit sex, and a range of tropes gone
wrong (bully romance, anyone?) it's no wonder
young readers are begging for something more
age appropriate.
And that's what Laundry List intends to do--offer
alternatives to the derailed young adult genre.
Each quarter, we will bring fresh new authors,
amazing reads from multiple sub-genres, and an
age-appropriate outlook on YA.
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Few things make you feel cozier than a
cup of cocoa (or tea), a warm blanket, a
crisp autumn day... and a sweet romance
in hand.
This autumn, grab one of these sweet
romances and/or romantic comedies,
brew up a cup of goodness, and read
your cares away.
The books in this section are low heat
rating, meaning they might include handholding, hugs, consensual kisses with
minimal description, and healthier
depictions of young relationships.

YOUNG ADULT ROMANCE &
ROMANTIC COMEDIES TO
SNUGGLE UP WITH THIS
FALL...
You can feel comfortable knowing this list
won't make you spit out your drink, rip
your blanket to shreds, or throw your ereader against the wall--at least, not due
to the content rating!
This list has been reviewed by our editors
for content and has been deemed
approprate for middle and high school.
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TOP 3...
01

ROAD TRIP WITH A NERD
STEPHANIE STREET

Who doesn't love a road trip romance? This sweet novellalength romance is filled with angsty attraction,
misunderstandings, and one spectacular confession!
Grant and Mallory are perfect for each other... but only one
of them knows it.
Kissing scenes are moderate and consensual.
Find it here.

02

XOXO, PIPER
GINGER LI

Donuts, chocolate, and hot water polo captains? I'm in!
Piper, the new girl in town, takes on a fundraising project
to help a local preschool... but she might have bitten off
more than she can chew when Ash enters the picture.
A clean, sweet forbidden-ish love story that'll make you
want to read more!
Find it here.

03

MY FAVORITE POINT GUARD
STEPHANIE STREET

Author Stephanie Street does it again with this sickeningly
sweet friends to more than friends novel. Afton has a
secret admirer, and she can't help but hope it's Jay, her
popular friend. Jay has a secret, but finds it harder to keep
it from Afton than he anticipated.
Find it here.
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FANTASY &
SCIENCE FICTION

Getting lost in another world is part of the
fun of reading, right? But sometimes,
reading about someone else's adventure
isn't quite enough. Sometimes, you need
to dive into a whole other world
altogether!
Join us as we travel across the seas,
traverese dangerous lands, fight beasts
of unimaginable size or... maybe just fall
into a never ending hole in space?
Whether you prefer to walk into a
wardrobe or fall through a portal, we have
some great fantasy picks for you!

THIS ISSUE'S PICKS FOR
SCIENCE FICTION AND
FANTASY READS...
Our fantasy and science fiction picks are
low on detailed gore and violence, but
still pack an awesome punch. Some
magazine issues might weigh heavier on
fantasy, while some might include more
science fiction.
No matter what's included, your bound to
get lost in another world!
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TOP 3...
01

THE EDGE OF NOTHING
CRYSTAL CRAWFORD

From the first word of this high fantasy novel, you're dropped into the unknown. Lex is confused...
and so is the reader while you follow his journey to discover just what--and who--he is. Crawford's
imaginative use of creatures, attention to world detail, and intricately crafted relationships will draw
you in and keep you turning the pages in the world of Arameth, a world on the brink of destruction
just waiting for their savior... Is Lex up to the task?
Find it here.

02

THE SELECTION
KIERA CASS

Enter world of pageantry and competition where the ultimate prize is... the prince? When America
enters the Selection, she only does it to appease her long-time boyfriend. But she never thought it
would be like this... never thought she might actually want to win. Follow her introduction to the
Selection, then continue the series with four more books, several side-story novellas, and an
awesome book Wiki! If you're a fan of royal romance and fairy tale lifestyles, this one's for you!
Find it here.

03

THE SHADOW QUEEN
C. J. REDWINE

Fans of fairy tale adaptations and retellings will love
this Snow White tale! Lorelei is a princess on the run.
Kol is a fierce warrior on the hunt. When the two
collide, sparks fly... both the good and bad kind! The
first of a four-book series, The Shadow Queen does not
disappoint.
Find it here.
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AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT

Emily
Fertc

The young adult author behind
Finding Madeline!
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ALL ABOUT
FINDING MADELINE...
Madeline Morgan is counting down the days until middle school is over. After three years of putting up
with the digs and jabs that come from the school’s reigning Queen Bee, Zoe McAdams, Madeline only has
three months of middle school left and then she’s on to high school, ready to leave the bullies and drama
behind. She’s decided to lie low and stay off of Zoe’s radar until the end of the school year. At least, that
was her plan.
Madeline soon catches the attention of the already popular August Carter and the new-to-school
basketball star, Jack Gray. August and Jack show Madeline that they don’t care what Zoe says and quickly
win her over. But when these new friendships only put Madeline more in the line of fire from Zoe and her
crew, Madeline can’t help but wonder if she— and her new friendships— will make it out of middle school
intact.
Written by an author who has lived through bullying herself, this novel takes readers on a heart-wrenching,
powerful journey of one girl’s attempts to navigate the complex social landscape of adolescence. But for
Madeline to succeed, she must do more than simply survive middle school, she must decide who she is,
and who she wants to be.
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01

HOW OLD WERE YOU WHEN YOU WROTE
FINDING MADELINE?
I was 20 when I started writing it, and I finished it right after I turned 21.

02

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR YOUNG
WRITERS WHO WANT TO PUBLISH?
Make some friends that are also in "the business". They can be a great source of
knowledge and encouragement. Besides that, I have three pieces of advice hung
up in my writing classroom.
1. Show, don't tell. The easiest way to quickly improve your writing is to show
your audience something rather than tell them.
2. Done, not perfect. The editing process is where you can polish and perfect to
your heart's content but you can't edit something that doesn't exist. Focus on
done rather than perfect.
3. Never ever assume anything is saved. The moment you think, "It's fine. I just
saved it," is the moment you will never see that draft again. Always triple save
and make several copies.

03

WHAT INSPIRED YOUR BOOK?
Some real life experiences that I had. I feel like unfortunately, most people have
experienced some form of bullying at some point in their lives and I'm no
exception. I dealt with it pretty consistently for about eight years all throughout
elementary and middle school and even into my freshman year of high school. I
didn't think much of it until I was discussing mutual experiences with a friend one
day and she made the comment that my story sounded like it was straight out of a
middle grade book. All the pieces instantly started clicking into place. I knew right
then that I wanted to write the book middle school me would have wanted (or
even needed) to read
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WHY IS FINDING CLEAN YOUNG ADULT
FICTION IMPORTANT TO YOU?
Sometimes I'm willing to make compromises with content for the sake of a good
story but that doesn't mean I should have to. Specifically in the realm of YA fiction
which is designed with young adults in mind, I don't think anyone should have to
put up with reading something they're uncomfortable with in order to read a good
book. Or any book for that matter.

05

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP FIVE CLEAN YA
RECOMMENDATIONS?
In no particular order:
1. The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson
2. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
3. Finally by Wendy Mass
4. The Giver Quartet by Lois Lowry
5. Love and Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch

TO FIND EMILY, HEAD TO THE RESOURCES
PAGE FOR CLICKABLE LINKS!
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Class Source
Novels...
What is Class Source? It's a homeschool co-op located in Tampa, Florida. Their novel
writing class introduces students to the world of creative writing, and even helps them
write their very own original novel! Missing in Murkeywater is a quirky, fun, and shocking
mystery that will surround you with all the feels...

Xavier, a 25-year-old writer, and his twin sister Scarlet live an almost-painfully
normal life in Massachusetts – until Xavier accidentally lands himself in a mental
institution, where he learns his parents have been kidnapped by a crazed fan of
his books. With the police unable to help and the threats to their family mounting,
Xavier and Scarlet realize they must do this on their own. When all clues lead back
to Murkywater, their childhood hometown, things get weirder by the minute.
Drawn in by unlikely friends and the beach-town charm, Xavier can almost think of
this as a vacation – until he remembers why he’s there.
Welcome to Murkywater, where the skies are sunny, but dark secrets lurk beneath
the surface.
Find it here.
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KINDLE VELLA

IS THE NEW AMAZON KINDLE READING PLATFORM
CLEAN YA-FRIENDLY? HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT THE EPISODIC-RELEASE CONTENT.

01

IT'S STILL PRETTY
NEW AND UNTESTED

The Vella program just launched in July, and only in the
United States. Just like other episodic release novel
platforms, there will be some quirks and kinks to work
through as the program grows. From what we've seen,
there is a variety to choose from but most novels are
geared toward adults for now. That doesn't mean YA won't
grow!

02

RESEARCH IS KEY

Chances are, if you follow a YA author you love and they
choose to post to Vella, you're probably going to get
similar content. With up to seven keywords, you can also
search for specific content like clean ya. Knowing your
authors will help you navigate this new platform, but don't
hesitate to reach out to authors! Most are happy to let you
know the content rating of their books.

03

FOLLOWING CLEAN
AUTHORS

Even though it's new, the platform is growing quickly.
There's a lot of incentive for authors, especially indies, to
publish on Vella. The royalties are higher, and there are
ample opportunities to interact with readers. You can
follow your favorite authors, and even crown them your
fave of the week! Is there an indie you love? Send them an
email and tell them you'd love to see them on Vella!
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KINDLE
VELLA
CLEAN
PICK!
The first time I met Kaizyn, he
nearly died at my feet. I saved his
life. Now, my whole family's
survival depends on whether he
cares enough to save me. But can
a fae prince really be trusted?
IF YOU ENJOY YA
ROMANCE, PARANORMAL
FANTASY, FAE, FOLKLORE,
AND ALL THINGS MAGICKY
AND MYSTERIOUS, I THINK
YOU'LL LOVE THIS STORY!
""I’m pretty sure the three of you just signed up for a trip you’re not gonna want to take
together." --Beta Rreader Comment
As a beta reader for this Vella book, I can promise you'll get so turned around trying to
figure it out, you'll want to scream--but in a good way! It's full of angst, uncertainty,
typical high school drama, and... a fae prince... and a sweet boy... and maybe a stalker...
Not sure if Vella is for you? That's ok! Amazon gives you 200 FREE tokens to try it out
with no strings attached. That's enough for an average 8-10 chapters of most books!
Find it here: Macchiatos, Faerie Princes, and Other Things...
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RESOURCES...
01

REALM MAKER'S
CONSORTIUM

A Christian speculative fiction writer's group on
Facebook! Great, supportive authors happy to
help you with your writing or reading needs!
Find it here.

02

FINDING THIS
QUARTER'S AUTHORS

Stephanie Street
Ginger Li
Crystal Crawford
Keira Cass
C. J. Redwine
Emily Fertic

03

CLASS SOURCE

If you live in the Tampa area and are
interested in Class Source, click here.
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